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— 2017 Holiday Tour Homes —
The map for the homes on this year’s tour is displayed below. On the 

following pages you will find the home descriptions describing unique 
details and features of this years homes.

This document has been formatted to be printed out and carried with you 
on the tour for easy reference.

Enjoy the tour!

- Your ticket will be validated at the entrance to each 
 home please have your tickets ready to ensure entry.

- Getting Started: In order to see all the homes in the time 
 allowed, please begin the tour promptly at 6:00 p.m.

- Be sure to wear comfortable, low-heeled walking 
 shoes. All guests will be provided with paper booties 
 to wear over their shoes – one size fits all.

- Please be careful with steps and stairs – because these 
 are private homes, handicap accommodations may  
 not be available. It is recommended that you bring 
 along a flashlight.

- Children must have their own ticket and those under 
 the age of 15 must be accompanied by an adult. Please 
 hold small children by the hand while touring the 
 homes. No strollers, please.

- No photos are to be taken inside the homes. Photos 
 of the homes will be available on the website after 
 the tour.

- No food, drinks or smoking will be allowed inside 
 the homes.

- Restroom facilities will _not_ be available in any of 
 the homes.

- Please make every effort to complete your tour by 
 closing time at 9:00 p.m. Remember, this event is 
 staffed by students and held on a school night.

Tour Etiquette
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Tour Map

428 E Harvard Ave

730 E Weldon Ave

815 E Normal Ave

710 E Pine Ave
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Architectural and other features
The plaster diamonds over the picture window and 
on the porte cochere were apparently a local plasters 
signature and can be seen in various configurations on 
a number of homes in the area. They had always been 
the same color as the house but C. A. thought they 
ought to be painted in a contrasting color. Soon after a 
number of other homes followed suit. The wooden grill 
work in the front gable, as well as other gables in the 
home, were part of the original cooling system for the 
home. Be sure to notice the gecko themed doorbell as 
you enter the home. The front door, as well as the door 
to the breakfast room are original to the home and 
contain ‘speak easy’ view windows.

The living room still has the original hardwood floors, 
the two windows on each side of the fireplace as well 
as the fireplace itself and its mantel and tile surround. 
The tiles are irreplaceable as well as the cherubs 
holding up the mantel. Speaker holes were covered 
over by Georgia who then spent many hours applying 
a plaster stencil to the ceiling. They also replace the 
large picture window, however the two windows 
above the bookshelves on each side of the fireplace 

THE PRENTISS HOME
—
730 E. Weldon Ave

In July of 1922 a permit to build this Vintage Californian 
Bungalow was first purchased by Samuel Davidson for 
$6800.00. He chose J.R. Church as his general contractor. 
The home was to include 3 bedrooms and 1 ½ baths, 
which would include 2 receptacles, 6 circuits, two 1 ½ 
HP motors #2 service. There was also a separate garage 
at the back of the property. A kitchenette was added in 
the late 1920’s or early 1930’s to the garage, as well as a 
free standing screen room that may have served as a 
substitute for a sleeping porch. In 1940 the home was 
sold to George Andrew and Emma Littlefield Daugherty 
with their widowed daughter Lyllis Daughetry Lundkvist 
who taught music at Fresno State College ( which is now 
known as Fresno City College) as well as at Fresno High 
School. There have been 3 weddings in the home. The 
first in 1939, one of the Davidson daughters. In 1949 
Janet Elizabeth Bliss, one of the granddaughters marries 
William Elmo Sharp Jr. In 1955 C. A. Sharp wed Lawrence 
Allen Green, just feet from where her parents were 
married 46 years earlier. For 75 years the home remained 
in the hands of George Andrew Daugherty and his heirs 
and descendants. In June of 2012, a job change lead to 
the decision to sell the home. In October of 2015, the 
current owners John and Georgia Prentiss, purchased the 
home and started to remodel and update the house.

continued on next page
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are original to the home. The bookshelves use to have 
glass doors because hinge holes can still be seen. The 
couch and chair have been reupholstered and use to 
belong to Johns grandparents. The Christmas tree is 
filled with ornaments handmade or purchased by three 
generations of the family and is lovingly decorated 
every year to bring back for memories as they are hung.

As you enter the dining room you walk thru double 
hung glass doors, which replaced a curtain that use to 
separate the two rooms. One of the reasons the Prentiss’ 
purchased the home, was so their dining room furniture 
could fit. Their table can be extended to accommodate 2 
more guests. The ceiling in this room was also redone by 
Georgia adding the plaster stencil as well as the stenciling 
around the room. They have replace the lighting and 
sconces on the wall. The table setting was passed on to 
Georgia by her grandmother. A tray that Georgia’s mother 
purchased in Hawaii in 1959 when it became a state can 
be found on the tea cart. A tea set, purchased by Georgia’s 
grandfather while in the service in Japan for his wife, is 
also on the tea cart. The Christmas tree in this room is 
decorated with Victorian ornaments. All of the pictures 
in the room are black and white. The hutch holds a 
collection of tea pots – most of which came from Georgia’s 
father, which he enjoyed collecting.

The breakfast room and kitchen were two separate 
rooms at one time, but during a remodel a wall was 
taken down to open them up to each other. John and 
Georgia also put their touch on these rooms. They found 
the original cabinets in the work room; cleaned them up, 
repainted and reinstalled them back in the kitchen. They 
added the crown molding in both rooms. They took out 
the dropdown ceiling that was in the kitchen, repaired 
the plaster and repainted. They removed a wall so the 
refrigerator would open in the kitchen. An old water 
closet was taken out and replace by the glass cupboard. 
A small hallway contains a half bath and a laundry 
room, used to be a screen porch.

The first of three bedrooms is currently being used as 
an office. John and Georgia have added crown molding 
to enhance the beams that were added during a prior 
remodel. The second bedroom is for the grandkids 

when they come over to visit. They can ‘hide’ their toys 
and treasures in the wooden box window seat that 
Georgia and John added molding to. The carpet under 
the bed belonged to Georgia’s grandmother. The closet 
has been purposely left untouched by them to save 
the originality of the home and left it as it was when 
the Prentiss’ purchased the home. The window in the 
closet is original. Inside the closet is a handmade sewing 
chest that Georgia’s grandfather made for his wife. The 
bathroom was repainted by the Prentiss’ to match the 
orchid color of the sink and tub. Unfortunately the sink 
was broken in the remodel and was replaced by the 
buffet that the owners found at a local downtown store. 
The master bedroom was the second reason that this 
home was purchased by the current family. They needed 
a bedroom large enough to fit their bedroom furniture. 
They replaced a single door to the deck with the double 
French doors. The pictures in the room are from a trip 
they took to Europe. The closet also contains an original 
window to the home.

continued from previous page
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Orthodontics, volunteers with the Heart of the Horse 
Ranch and is a former Rodeo Queen!

Put your booties on and come on in...

Bungalows almost always open up right into the 
Living Room, and this one is no different. The 
large wood front door is original, but obviously the 
glass has been replaced, and the wreath is made of 
magnolia leaves. Notice the large front windows, 
with side casements and built-in screens. While we 
don’t know if the brick fireplace is original, the bricks 
are very unique and aged. Built-ins typical of the 
bungalow style showcase mementos and some of 
Kim’s collection of religious art pieces. She’s also a 
collector of cows, “they’re so cute”, she says, as you’ll 
see throughout the home. The tree’s ornaments are all 
handmade (most of the Christmas decorations were 
crafted by Kim and her mother). Make sure to notice 
the wall mounted console on the left.

Dividing the Living Room from the Dining room are 
original sliding french pocket doors. On the left is 
Kim’s “Catholic Tree”, the dining table is hammered 

THE McVEY HOME
—
815 E Normal Avenue

This adorable 1483 sf 3 bedroom 1 bath California 
bungalow was built in 1920 (Builder unknown) for 
Maurice L. Wells, a 34-year-old from Kansas who worked 
as a cashier at Grower’s National Bank and was later 
elected as Vice President of the Tulare Farmer’s State 
Bank. The second owner, George Ewers, was a teacher at 
Hamilton Junior High School.

The plethora of bungalows in the older parts of cities 
were popular because it met the needs of changing 
times in which the lower middle class were moving 
from apartments to private houses in great numbers. 
Bungalows were modest, inexpensive and low-profile.
Bungalows are horizontally originated, with sloping 
roofs and deep eaves, often with a decorative or practical 
window or vent that decorates the peak of the facade. 
This home was not as inexpensive as some of our smaller 
bungalows, as it has beautiful arching brick and stucco 
detailing  on the extensive front porch, perfect for 
enjoying the view of the neighborhood and watching the 
college students go by...

Kim McVey is the current owner of this home. She 
and her mother collaborate with an event planning/
decorating business, as you’ll see inside this charming, 
feminine haven. She has a day job as a RDA at Diciccio continued on next page
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copper, and the buffet is one of her vintage rescues, in 
the art deco style and painted to fit her feminine style.

Left down the Hallway is Kim’s bedroom nest. Notice 
the 5 panel doors on the private quarters. The floor is 
the original douglas fir subfloor, refinished (most raised 
foundation homes in the area have this floor under the 
original 2 1/4” oak hardwood, vinyl, or carpeting). More 
beautiful casement windows open up for a breeze in the 
nicer months. Check out the closet for more decorating!

The guest bedroom is filled with $10 finds. The 
headboard is Kim’s from her childhood. The nightstands 
are from Ethan Allen, but have been antiqued. The 
closet doorknobs are probably the originals, and there’s 
another amazing closet with an actual window and a 
“window” to Kim’s impressive past.

Next down the hallway, which includes built-in linen 
storage and reproduction light fixtures, is the only bath 
in the home. It’s focal point is the original clawfoot tub. 
It has definitely been remodeled, but the 4x4 wall tile, 
octagon-and-dot tile flooring, and pedestal sink are a 
nod to the 1920’s.

The third bedroom in the house is custom-designed for 
Kim’s son Nolan. He has a dinosaur tree! The industrial 
“cart” under the windows is another one of her vintage 
finds. On the dresser is a rock from Sonora, part of the 
Facebook group that paints rocks and hides them on 
the trails for lucky adventurers to find. A teepee is a 
welcome place to hide when life gets rough. Mounted 
in the way-to-clean-for-a-4-year-old closet is his 
christening gown and rosary.

Enter the Kitchen and fall back in time. The cabinets 
are original, and the interiors showcase unfinished (or 
painted, as they usually are today) with the beadboard 
backing and heavy metal pins to hold up the wood 
shelves. Two tone cabinets, glass knobs and the curvy 
doors under the sink are more signs that this home was 
meant for Kim and her distinct style.

Before you head out, peek into the Sitting Room. 
This would have been the dining nook, but Kim has 

decorated with an antique settee, American Flyer sled, 
and more fur! The Built-in was probably painted when 
the home was built, but has since been stripped down to 
natural wood, either pine or douglas fir. The french door 
leads out to a charming patio you can see as you leave 
down the driveway.

The Laundry Room was just a Mud Porch back in 1920. 
It has 2 storage closets with the pretty 5 panel doors, 
more douglas fir floors and Kim’s personal addition of 
a sparkly chandelier... Outside the backdoor is the old 
cellar trapdoor. Watch your step out the door.

Join us in the backyard for our hostess table and 
exclusive Fresno High Neighborhood t-shirt sales!

continued from previous page
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or the stairwell, so the lights in the front entry and the 
stairwell are not original. The new fixtures were selected 
to reflect the period and the style of the home.

Second Floor
upstairs hall

The sconces in the hall are not original, but were chosen 
to reflect the period and style of the house. They provide 
additional light to an area that only had one overhead 
light (at the top of the stairs). Notice the picture and frame 
outside the northeast bedroom. When the wardrobe 
was moved back to the southeast bedroom, some of the 
original grass cloth was exposed. Because it had been 
behind the wardrobe, it had not been covered by layers 
of paint. In order to preserve a small piece of this original 
texture and color, a frame was placed around it and it 
now serves as a matte for displayed artwork.

northeast bedroom

This room has French doors to a private patio. The 
sconces in the room are original and have been restored 
and repainted with the original colors and designs. This 
was probably one of the children’s rooms in the early 
years. During the refinishing of the floor in this room, we 

THE NEUFELD HOME
—
710 E Pine Avenue

Home Overview
This Colonial Revival two-story home was built in 1919 for 
$15,000. The home occupies two lots within the historic 
Wilson Island Tract. In its current state, the house has five 
bedrooms and four bathrooms. Unique features include 
a variety of original light fixtures, restored ¼ cut oak 
hardwood floors, original double-hung windows, picture 
rails, thick crown molding, intricate wood trim, original 
tile floors, original floor vents, and the stately fireplace. 
The entire electrical system was updated in 2016 replacing 
the original knob and tube wiring. During this time, most 
of the wallpaper was removed and fresh paint was applied.

As you wander through the home, you may notice some 
of the African influences (baskets, paintings, wooden wall 
carving and statues, and a carved wooden chest). These 
are all from the Democratic Republic of Congo where the 
owner spent part of his childhood.

front entry 
The floors in the entry, living room, and dining room are 
top quality ¼ cut oak. When entertaining, one wants to 
make sure the best and most beautiful are in full view of 
guests. Although no longer used, the original mail slot is 
still intact in the wall just east of the front door. Prior to the 
2016 electrical update, there was no light in the front entry continued on next page
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removed a built-in wooden box/hamper from the closet. 
A couple of cards from a 1920s game were recovered 
during this process.

northwest bedroom

This room has French doors to a private patio.

main bathroom

With what appear to be original fixtures, this bathroom 
is very spacious and accommodating for a large family. 
Although the wallpaper is a bit overwhelming, a unique 
feature of this room is the decorative tile bordering the 
floor and inlaid on the cupboard beside the toilet. This 
room is set for remodel. The plan is to preserve the bath 
wall structure and install a large walk-in shower. The 
wallpaper will be removed and the walls and ceiling 
painted with the hopes of allowing the decorative tile to 
become more visible.

master bedroom

The large master bedroom has an adjoining room, which 
probably served as a sleeping porch. The screens in the 
porch are on the inside and all swing open for easy access 
to the windows. There is a noticeable difference between 
the wood floors in the porch and the bedroom. The porch 
floor is a lower grade wood. The sconces in the room are 
original and have been restored and repainted with the 
original colors and designs.

south-east large bedroom

According to Virginia Eaton, the house was built with 
four bedrooms upstairs. The large south-east bedroom 
was built for the Blasingame twin daughters, and it was 
actually much larger. The current east-facing bedroom 
off of the main bathroom was part of the larger bedroom. 
Sometime before the Stammer family moved into the 
home, the smaller bedroom was formed by adding a wall 
on the south side. There is no venting to this bedroom 
except for the high wall vent from the swamp cooler. 
The door frame in the hallway may have been where the 
original door once was.

There are two wardrobes in the large south-east bedroom. 
One of the wardrobes had been moved to the end of the 
hall (near the top of the stairs on the north hall wall). 

This was probably moved to become a linen closet. 
Upon moving into the home in 2016, it was discovered 
that the hall wardrobe not only matched the bedroom 
wardrobe, but it fit perfectly to the west of the window 
in the bedroom. The molding above the wardrobe was 
still in great shape, and all the angles fit perfectly in the 
space. Upon this discovery, the wardrobe was moved 
back to its original location in the bedroom where it now 
contributes to the pleasing symmetry of the room.

1st Floor
sun-room

This room off the main entrance has what is believed 
to be original tile floors. African carvings from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo are reminders of the 
owner’s childhood home there. The painted ceiling 
detail is also a nice feature.

living room

The living room has two sets of French doors leading 
outside – one to the back patio and one to the front 
porch. This large room, with a stately fireplace as a 
focal point, was probably the site of many parties and 
gatherings. The picture rails in this room, the entry, and 
the dining room are functional and have been used as 
intended in the original construction. There are several 
African touches throughout this room- ivory and wood 
carvings, a carved chest, a painting of African dancers, 
and African baskets.

library

It is unknown whether the wallpaper is original, but it 
is characteristic of the 1920s era with elaborate top and 
bottom borders. The overhead light fixture is believed 
to be original.

library bathroom

The library bathroom was added on in 1956 by the 
Stammer family. It was probably meant to serve as 
a pool bathroom due to its close proximity to the 
backyard pool.

continued on next page
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dining room

The chandelier and the sconces appear to be the original 
light fixtures. During the 2016 electrical upgrade, these 
were restored as well. Virginia Stammer Eaton spoke of 
her memories of grand dinner parties in the Pine house. 
The guests were entertained in the living room. The thick 
folding doors separating the living and dining rooms 
would remained closed until right before dinner was to be 
served. At that point the maid would open the doors with 
much fanfare to reveal an elaborately decorated table 
with a decadent meal waiting to be served to the guests.

kitchen

It is believed that the kitchen was remodeled in the 1980s 
where new tile countertops and cupboards were installed.

breakfast nook

The tile floor in the breakfast nook appear to be original. 
The wooden shutters may also be original.

back porch area

It may seem a bit odd to find the refrigerator outside of 
the kitchen. This is likely where the original icebox would 
have stood providing easy access for the ice delivery 
man who could come by and replenish the ice without 
disturbing the family.

The remnants of the original built-in ironing board have 
been preserved. There is a small shelf for the iron and the 
metal venting to accommodate the heat from the iron 
when the cupboard was closed. The laundry shoot fed 
into a cupboard on the other side of the basement door 
next to the stairs.

According to building permits on file for this house, there 
was some alteration made to the laundry room in 1924. 
It is not clear where the laundry room was at that time. 
During the 2016 renovation, there was some evidence of 
additional plumbing in the back porch near the back door.

kitchen bath

The shower was rebuilt and sink replaced in 2016. This 
would have been the servant’s bathroom. The shower was 
very tiny and there is no heating and cooling ducting/
vents to this room.

laundry room

This room was originally the servant’s sleeping quarters. 
Most recently, it had been used as a playroom for 
grandchildren; however, because the current laundry 
set up was in the room off of the garage, this room was 
converted to a combination laundry room, pantry, 
and office in 2016. The floor in this room could not be 
salvaged, so new bamboo flooring was installed.

continued from previous page
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Within the home you will view many pieces of artwork 
either collected by the DiMarcos or painted by family 
members, especially Jean and her mother, Caroll Bye. 
Many of Caroll Byes pieces feature the Cedar Ravine 
area near Placerville, CA. In the living room you will 
see a large watercolor by Modesto artist and instructor, 
Dan Petersen. It is featured over the 143 year old 
church pew from a church in Head of Jeddore, Nova 
Scotia. This and other pews featured throughout the 
house were collected by Jean’s brother and sister-in-
law in their travels while her brother was a mining 
engineer. Jean’s brother used some of the wood from 
the backs of pews to make wooden trunks. One such 
trunk can be seen in the master bedroom.

The kitchen has been updated with new counters, 
flooring and appliances. The downstairs bath has a 
lovely new mosaic patterned tile flooring. The upstairs 
has remained as renovated by the Hutchesons who 
added roof windows, created closets, and took space 
from the front bedroom making the bathroom into a 
full bath with a shower. The upstairs features steeply 
pitched ceilings and an unusual step-up closet under 
the eaves. The opening up of the upstairs space has 

THE DIMARCO HOME
—
428 E Harvard Avenue

This English cottage style home (Tudor revival) has seen 
several transformations since it was built in 1931 by 
Taylor Wheeler. The home was originally built for Hazel 
and Fred Main who were Fresno High graduates, class 
of 1919. The home remained with the family for three 
generations until Candice and Patrick Hutcheson bought 
the home in 1998. The Hutchesons completed a major 
transformation of the house over 7 years of renovation 
after it had fallen into severe disrepair. The home was 
featured in the FHS Holiday Home Tour of 2008.

In May 2015, the home was purchased by Jean and Jeff 
DiMarco. The DiMarcos have updated the interior and 
added their personal touches. The exterior has been 
completely changed with new colors and landscaping 
changes. The tile surrounding the front entrance to the 
home was added by Diana Nordstrom who owned the 
house two years prior to the DiMarco’s purchase.

As you enter the home you will notice the original oak 
floors that extend from the entry, through the living 
room into the dining room and hallway. The home also 
retains the original stained mahogany doors and trim 
as well as the pewter sconces over the original fireplace. 
The ceramic tile surrounding the fireplace is original to 
the home. continued on next page
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created a wonderful space for a master bedroom, bath, 
and art room while giving you the impression of being in 
a large tree house.

The back of the house features a large screened 
porch overlooking the back yard. It was added by 
the Hutchesons and continues to be enjoyed by the 
DiMarcos as a very comfy place to relax. The porch has 
distinctive features and is reminiscent of what would 
have been seen in the 1930’s.

continued from previous page


